
 
TUESDAY, MAY 18, 2021 

MINUTES OF THE CITY OF SOUTH PASADENA 

MOBILITY AND TRANSPORTATION INFRASTRUCTURE COMMISSION      

REGULAR MEETING 

 

 

CALL TO ORDER  

The Regular Meeting of the Mobility and Transportation Infrastructure Commission was called to order by Vice 

Chair Fisher on April 20, 2021, at 6:31 p.m. The meeting was held in a virtual setting, via Zoom. Chair Abelson 

joined the meeting a bit later. 

ROLL CALL:    Leaonna DeWitt, Public Works Assistant 

Present via  

Zoom:   Commissioner Dunlap, Commissioner Fisher, Commissioner Hughes and Commissioner  

  Liu. Chair Abelson arrived later. 

Council Liaison:  Councilmember Jon Primuth 

Absent:   

Staff Present: Shahid Abbas, Public Works Director, Garrett Crawford, Acting Deputy Public Works 

Director and Leaonna DeWitt, Public Works Assistant 

 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE  

Commissioner Hughes led the pledge of allegiance.    

Vice Chair Fisher proposed to consider reordering the agenda items as follows: 

• Agenda Item No. 3 

• Agenda Item No. 12 

• Agenda Item No. 10 

• Agenda Item No. 11 

• Agenda Item No. 1 

• Agenda Item No. 4 

• Agenda Item No. 2 

 

ACTION ITEM 

3. Minutes of the Regular Mobility and Transportation Infrastructure Commission on April 20, 2021 - 

Minutes approved as amended. (Liu, Hughes; 4-0) 

COMMUNICATIONS 

12. Staff Liaison Communications 

PWD Abbas gave a brief update on water conservation programs. City is aggressively pursuing 

conservation programs and have made significant contributions with a reduction of 30% of water usage. 

 

It was reported that in regards to the Rogan Funds and the Fair Oaks projects, a consultant has been 

selected. The city is working in concert with Metro on the signal synchronization. The upgrade will be 

for hardware and then later, software. The phases of the project were discussed with the project 

scheduled to be completed by the end of 2023. 

-Phase 1-fiber options and controllers 

-Phase 2-all hardware and software 

-Phase 3-ramp and bottlenecks, ramp 

 



 

10. City Council Liaison Communication  

Councilmember Primuth announced the hiring of the new City Manager Arminé Chaparyan, who will 

start on June 1, 2021 and Brian Solinsky appointed as the new Police Chief.  

 

11. Commissioner Communications 

Commissioner Dunlap inquired if the City is working with the city of Alhambra on their development of 

Fremont Avenue ramp, Atlantic Avenue and Garfield Avenue.  

 

PWD Abbas responded that the City is in communication with Alhambra and has raised some concerns 

about the way the study was done. The city of Alhambra has promised to look into those concerns and 

will follow up with us. 

 

Commissioner Hughes inquired regarding informational signage and if the corridor would have  

continuous signage. 

 

PWD Abbas responded that the City has shared our program and Pasadena has agreed to continue the 

informational signage. 

 
PUBLIC COMMENT 

1. Public Comment 

1. Will Hoyman expressed concern regarding the traffic at the intersection of Orange Grove Blvd. and 

Columbia St. There is concern about the 2 lanes merging down to one. 

 

Chair Abelson arrived on the zoom meeting.   

 

ACTION ITEMS 

4. Proposed Stop Signs on Meridian Avenue at Oak Street, Pine Street and Maple Street 

PWD Abbas gave a brief overview on this item and presented the results of the studies to the Commission. 

Public Comment received after the deadline 6:51p.m. 

1. Allan Ehrlich – expressed disagreement with the report by Zimmerman and stated the report was 

flawed. 

 

Discussion ensued regarding the analyses, and recommendations, traffic and pedestrian volumes, sight distance 

issues, other alternatives or options such as rapid flashing beacons. 

 

A motion was made by Chair Abelson to recommend to City Council to proceed with the installation of an all-way 

stop at the intersection of Meridian Avenue and Oak Street, and seconded by Commissioner Hughes. (Abelson, 

Hughes; 2-3 motion fails) 

 

Council Liaison Primuth requested the Commission agree on a recommendation for City Council.   

 

A motion was made by Commissioner Fisher to support the installation of edgeline striping, curb warning signing, 

advisory speed plates, rectangular rapid flashing beacons on Meridian Avenue at Oak Street, in addition to 

advance rectangular flashing beacons to warn of the active crossing, and seconded by Commissioner Dunlap. 

Discussion ensued. PWD Abbas confirmed that if rapid rectangular flasing beacons are installed, there cannot be 

an all-way stop. 

Primuth clarified that the motion was contingent upon City Council’s not wanting to proceed with an all-way stop. 

Commissioner Fisher agreed. (Fisher, Dunlap; 4-1 motion passes)  

 

 

DISCUSSION ITEMS 

2. Update on Implementation of Citywide Neighborhood Traffic Management Plan 

It was recommended to bring this item back at a future meeting. 




